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Linh, our Project Manager in Africa, together with volunteers after
cleaning the river in Abuja, Nigeria.
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Launched in early 2024, the Aware Project addresses one of Nigeria's most
pressing environmental challenges: plastic pollution. With over a billion plastic
items used each year, inadequate waste management systems pose serious
risks to rivers, lakes, and communities. To confront this issue, Saving Rivers and
Lakes partnered with the Pan African Care (PAC) Foundation to design a
program that combines education, community engagement, and hands-on
clean-up activities in and around Abuja.

The initiative focuses on empowering
local communities —  especially
students, teachers, and youth — to
take active roles in protecting their
environment. By turning awareness
into action, the project encourages
sustainable habits that can gradually
transform the way plastic waste is
handled in everyday life.

The project works on two interconnected fronts: education and community
action.

In the educational component, workshops and seminars were held in two
schools, where students, teachers, and parents learned about the effects of
plastic waste on ecosystems and health. Through interactive lessons,
participants developed skills in recycling, reusing materials, and creating
simple solutions to reduce single-use plastics. These sessions inspired young
people to become advocates for change within their schools and
neighborhoods.
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